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Emergencies 

or Disasters: 

The Big Equalizers 
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Why Should We Plan 

For The Future? 

üFloods 

üEarthquakes 

üFires 

üTerrorists 

üPower outages 

üHurricanes 



5 

üTornadoes 

üDerailments 

üRiots 

üWest Nile Virus, Avian Bird Flu 

üHazardous Materials Accidents 

üVolcanoes, Landslides 

More of Why Should We Plan 

For The Future? 
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Why worry about Persons with 

Disabilities and Seniors? 

ü 19.6 % of the population 

has some form of 

disability 

 

ü Many people are unable 

to evacuate themselves 

in an emergency 

 

ü Many people may be 

unable to contact help 

without assistance 

ü Many people lack the 

ability to see approaching 

danger or hear 

evacuation 

announcements 

 

ü Many people do not know 

where to go or how to get 

there 
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Issues that impact most Communities 

in ALL Types of Emergencies 

üDisaster Planning 

üDisaster Preparation 

üNotification 

üEvacuation 

üSheltering & Interim Services 

üLong-Term Recovery 
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Planning Ahead is a key  

Part of All Phases 

üPLAN for escape: From Home to Safe 

Shelter. 

üPREPARE to Evacuate. 

üNOTIFY others of your plan. 

üEVACUATE in a timely manner. 

üHow will you return home from SHELTER? 

üHow will you transport the items needed to 

RECOVER after a disaster? 
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Emergency Planning 

Considerations for  

PWDs & Seniors 
ü Disability Inclusion in Planning 

is a requirement of the ADA: 
check your local plans 

 

ü Inclusion should occur at all 
levels: Statewide, Regional & 
Local 

 

ü Seek out local disability & 
Senior organizations to be at 
the planning table 

ü When planning, be sure to 
consider the needs of all types of 
disabilities, plus children and frail 
elderly individuals: 

 

  - Sensory: Hearing & Sight 

 

  - Mobility 

 

  - Cognitive 

 

  - Mental 
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Disaster Preparation 

Problems in Past Disasters 
ü Haphazard Notification 

Methods: no backup methods 

 

ü First Aid supplies, Food and 

Water Not Stored 

 

ü Backup Medication not 

available or allowable under 

Medicaid or most insurance 

 

ü Homes not prepared with 

firebreaks or sandbags 

ü PWDs had no evacuation 

plans 

 

ü Local ILCs, AAAs and similar 

CBOs not included in 

Disaster Planning 

 

ü Durable Medical Goods not 

stockpiled 

 

ü Shelter sites not accepting 

service animals 
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Notification Problems 

ü Haphazard notification 

systems 

 

ü Television and Radio 

signals not available in 

remote area 

 

ü Some warning messages 

not accessible to people 

who are blind or deaf  

ü Evacuation orders were 
confusing, especially to 
persons with mental or 
cognitive disabilities 

 

ü Inadequate time from 
evacuation orders to the 
actual event (wildfires, 
floods, earthquakes, 
slides, derailments) 
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The Transportation Components of 

Emergency Preparedness 

üPersonal Escape 

üWith or Without advance notice 

üPublic Transportation 

üPersonal or Private 

üWhere to Go Next? 

ü Will the Road be Open? 
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Evacuation Problems 

ü Evacuees rushing to reach 
safety create traffic jams 

 

ü Evacuation plans not always 
followed 

 

ü Persons with disabilities & 
seniors stranded in homes or 
apartments with no way to 
leave 

 

ü Many evacuation 
announcements do not 
include destination advice 

ü Paratransit vehicles blocked from 
reentering evacuation zones 

 

ü Family members not allowed 
access to fire zones to aid 
relatives who had not been in 
contact 

 

ü Lists that identify PWDs needing 
assistance outdated or 
unavailable 

 

ü Mobility equipment and supplies 
did not accompany evacuees 
with disabilities 
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Shelter and Interim 

Services Problems 

ü Shelters not always 

accessible to PWD 

 

ü Communication equipment 

not accessible 

 

ü Interpreters/Caregivers not 

available at shelters 

 

ü Volunteers with disabilities 

turned away 

ü Presence of media and their 
equipment contribute to 
problems with access 

 

ü Shower and bathroom facilities 
not accessible 

 

ü Service animals not allowed in 
shelters 

 


