Standards for Providers
Chapter 7
Program Standards for Centers for Independent Living
Here are the housing standards for Centers.

Keep in mind, DRA is assisting consumers in obtaining affordable/accessible housing.  Once housing is obtained, the goal is met and we are essentially finished.  So, housing is not the program rather the outcome of a set goal.  As with any other community access needs, the Center is advocating and collaborating with other entities to increase availability. To make sure that there is no confusion the Center follows these internal and external guidelines:

Single Family Homes:  Homes are obtained for the following reasons:

-
To retrofit into accessible single family homes.

-
To sell homes to individuals requiring accessibility at a below market rate to facilitate accessible living space and financial accessibility

-
To obtain homes and market them to low income seniors and families to raise funds for the IL Program (Retrofitted to UD when possible)

-
To increase the number of accessible/affordable single family homes

-
To open up subsidized apartments and homes by removing low income seniors and families thus creating housing opportunities for individuals with disabilities and their families
CHDO Developments:  Apartments and Mixed Housing Developments:

-
Build or retrofit existing units to Universal Design and accessibility standards to increase the number of accessible / affordable housing opportunities in the community

-
Center agrees to partner with developer to assure the following:


-
All units are no less than Universal Design compliant


-
No less than 10% of units meet full accessibility compliance 
standards


-
Refer individuals with significant disabilities for consideration when 
it comes to accessible units

-
Provide via contract IL and other specialized services for individuals with disabilities living in such units (DRA fully integrates all tenants into service structure-inclusion)

-
Developer hires and directs property management firm for all operations

-
Developer owns all units, but has agreed to donate at least 10% development and disposal fees to Center for consultation during build/retrofit process

-
Center is given first referral preference for any accessible units that may become open, but only for 90 days

It may seem a bit odd to raise IL funds through home sales, but by meeting one non-IL community need, affordable senior and low income family housing, the Center meets two IL community needs. (Funding for services and increased accessible housing)
