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Proposed Interagency Committee on Chemical Sensitivities/Intolerances

Create an interagency panel/coordinating committee on chemical sensitivities/intolerances to catalyze research and a federal policy response to address these disabilities. The committee should consist of representatives of federal agencies, clinicians and researchers, policy makers, patient advocates, and others. A 1993 Congressionally-funded expert panel convened to address chemical sensitivities/intolerances recommended in part that an interagency committee be created to address this public health problem. There was no additional funding, and this did not occur. In the intervening period, numerous agencies, and in particular disability agencies, have taken steps to address these disabilities. The approach has been piecemeal. Eighteen years later, most agencies still lack the policies and programs, knowledge, and the will to address these issues, sometimes even when policies exist that either recognize the disability or require reasonable accommodations. There is a need for a comprehensive, multi-agency, multi-faceted approach to this health problem. An interagency panel/coordinating committee should examine the research, policy development, patient support, and public education necessary to meet the needs of affected populations. It should be charged with reviewing current federal policies and programs, identifying the gaps in medical and disability research and policies, and making recommendations for further action to address such issues in a cohesive and systematic fashion.  Federal participation should include but not be limited to: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, National Institute of Environmental Health  Sciences,  National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Housing and Urban Development,  U.S. Access Board, National Council on Disability, Department of  Justice, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Department of Labor, Department of Education, Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Defense, Department of Energy,  and others.
